2011 Nuit Blanche North Open Call for Proposals

The Huntsville Festival of the Arts in partnership with Edge of the Woods Theatre invites artist proposals for the 1st annual Nuit Blanche North: an evening of site specific contemporary art in downtown Huntsville Ontario on July 9, 2011.
Submission Deadline: April 15, 2011

General Information and Event History:
Nuit Blanche North will be held in Huntsville Ontario on July 9, 2011.  From 9pm to 2am, the streets will come alive with an exciting program of free contemporary artistic activities, events and exhibits taking place in unconventional places in and around Huntsville’s downtown core.  Unusual or forbidden spaces become sites of contemporary art open for all-night discovery and rediscovery.  Participating artists will create installations, interactive art, film, sculpture, street theatre, music, or anything else that encourages audiences to explore, discover, debate, and participate in contemporary art and the public spaces that surround them.   Any venue in the downtown core is possible, and we encourage local businesses, cultural and religious institutions to join in by opening their doors and offering free access to contemporary art.  We encourage artists not only with experience in installation art, but of all disciplines to apply. 
This event is inspired by the Nuit Blanche event originally conceived in Paris, France in 2002, in an attempt to bring contemporary art to the masses in public spaces. Now universally translated as 'Sleepless Night', Nuit Blanche brings more than a million people to the streets of Paris every year. The international success of Nuit Blanche continues to build each year and has expanded its reach beyond Paris to Toronto, Brussels, Rome, Bucharest, Riga, Madrid, La Valette, Portugal, Tokyo, Montreal and Leeds - each offering its own version of the all-night art extravaganza.
Projects must adhere to the event mandate to make contemporary art accessible, while inspiring dialogue and engaging the public to examine its significance and impact on public space. We encourage artists of all disciplines and levels of experience to apply.  All proposals must meet the criteria outlined below and will be selected by the Curators before official acceptance into the overall event. You must meet all of the following criteria: 

• You are an individual artist or collective. Artists and collectives can be based anywhere.  There are limited funds to assist visiting artists with their travel expenses. 

• You agree to create a site-specific project located in a public space within Nuit Blanche North’s Exhibition Site responding to the curatorial vision. 
• You will offer access to your project from 9pm to 2am that is free of charge to the public 
• You are willing to make the commitment required (personnel and otherwise) in order to bring the project to fruition. 

• Insurance costs will be covered by the Huntsville Festival of the Arts.  Depending on the activities in your proposal, additional Insurance coverage may be required, to be determined in consultation with the Huntsville Festival of the Arts and the Town of Huntsville. 

• Your project must be installed in a safe manner, and abide by all by-laws, laws, and safety standards, to be assessed and evaluated in consultation with the Town of Huntsville (for example, no vehicle idling, no noise violations, all electrical devices must meet code, etc.).   

Projects will be assessed by the curatorial team with the following criteria in mind:
· Artistic merit based on your Project Proposal and supporting material.  If the project involves an exhibition of previously created work, how will you present it differently than in the past, and explain why you want to do that.
· How the project relates to the Curator’s vision for the Exhibition area 

· The feasibility of the project 

· The history of the applicant as a professional artist 
· If the project proposal exceeds the intended Open Call scale / budget, how will the artist cover the additional expenses or modify the project so that it remains within budget? The success of projects should not be contingent on grants or third-party funding. 


Boundaries:  
The main event site is River Mill Park, the town docks and Queen St. behind businesses on Main St.  Projects can also take place along Main St. between the swing bridge and Centre St. and bounded by Minerva St. to the South.  Projects which involve a broadcast from an offsite venue, or which involve the internet in some capacity are eligible as long as the work can be accessed at a venue within the boundaries outlined above.
For a street view of the event centre visit http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1+Queen+Street,+Huntsville,+Ontario,+Canada&aq=0&sll=45.32701,-79.216687&sspn=0.003311,0.009645&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Queen+St,+Huntsville,+Muskoka+District+Municipality,+Ontario,+Canada&ll=45.327236,-79.218013&spn=0.003281,0.009645&t=h&z=17&layer=c&cbll=45.327275,-79.217901&panoid=9KpWelNzp1q5-FSgMlqz8w&cbp=13,11.36,,0,16.63 
For a street view of Main St. Huntsville visit

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=74+Main+Street+East,+Huntsville,+Ontario,+Canada&aq=&sll=45.323216,-79.225931&sspn=0.001641,0.004823&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=74+Main+St+E,+Huntsville,+Muskoka+District+Municipality,+Ontario,+Canada&ll=45.326799,-79.217294&spn=0.003281,0.009645&t=h&z=17&layer=c&cbll=45.326701,-79.217532&panoid=Af222E453Tek-ftGrqcX9g&cbp=13,41.67,,0,5 
Theme: 
play (plā):  To occupy oneself in amusement.  To take part.  To participate.  To deal or behave carelessly.  To perform.  To behave playfully.  To emit sound.  To be received or accepted. To move or seem to move quickly, lightly or irregularly.  To act.  To function or discharge uninterruptedly.  To move or operate freely within a bounded space. To play.
When we are young we play.  When we grow old we stop.  This year’s event invites artists to inject play into the everyday and interior spaces that surround us.  For one night, artists will imagine downtown Huntsville as a place of play.  A place where imaginations are engaged.  Where we are surprised.  Where inhibitions  evaporate.  Where we laugh and guffaw, and ooh, and awww.  Through their artistic work, artists will reimagine public spaces, creating playgrounds for social interaction, and help us discover the infinite opportunities for play imbedded in the world that surrounds us.

Projects receive:
· An artist honorarium between $200-$4,000 dependent on project (limit of 2-3 major projects only may qualify for funding in the $2-$4,000 range)
· A limited amount of financial production support up to $500.00 CAD based on needs and assessment (please note: receipts are required for reimbursement and expenditures must be pre-approved)
· Inclusion in the comprehensive print guide.

· Recognition on the Huntsville Festival of the Arts website.

· Production support including:

°     assisting in securing access to venues when possible

°     assisting with permits and other permissions (e.g. access to public space, health & safety) when possible

°     technical consultation

°     assistance with sourcing technical equipment if required

· Where possible, we will make arrangements for access to power during the event. Please note that power is limited at venue locations – usually one or two, 15 Amp, 120 volt circuits maximum.
· For out of town artists, we will assist in finding billeted accommodation during your stay in Huntsville.


You may also apply as an Independent Project.  These are projects which receive no financial support, but who will be included in all promotional material.  If you are a local club, group, association, business, cultural institution or if your project application was unsuccessful, you are eligible to apply.  To do so, use the application below and indicate that you are applying as an independent project.
Open Call Application

nformation
Title of Project:

Name of Organization or Artist:
Primary Contact (if the applicant is an organization or group): Primary Contact Title:

Address:

Primary Contact Telephone (prime):                                            Primary Contact Telephone (cell): Primary Contact Email:

Website:

Name of Technical Contact:

(i.e. who is most familiar with your project’s technical requirements?):

Title of Technical Contact:

Technical Contact Telephone (prime):                                         Technical Contact Telephone (cell):

Technical Contact Email:

Brief description of your project (max. 50 words):

All Applications must include the following:

1.   Proposed Project: Describe your artistic vision. Please outline how long your project will run – does it run continuously throughout the night or in scheduled sets? i.e. Does the audience needs to be there at a certain time, participate or leave at a set time? IMPORTANT: Some aspect of your project must be active for the entire 5 hours.

2.   Project Budget: A budget outline including all projected sources of revenue and projected expenses. If your budget will exceed the $1000.00 production budget allocated by the Huntsville Festival, will you apply for any grants? What is your contingency plan? 

Please include artist fees, equipment and material costs, transportation costs and any other costs associated with the project.
3.   Floor Plan: A drawing of your project plan and any other visual aids.

4.   Technical Strategy: What is your technical plan? Describe in detail how you intend to execute

this project. Include your work plan. Describe your installation logistics. How much time will you require for installation and de-installation on-site?

5.   Site Criteria: Outline your project’s site criteria i.e. indoor, outdoor, grass, paved, dimensions. List special site needs such as hydro, water, trees, etc. Describe the use of public space for your project. If your project will be located outside, we will need to ensure that it is not a danger/distraction to pedestrians or traffic.

6.   Equipment: A description of all equipment you will bring/use. Does your work involve any audio, lighting, video equipment, or city special permits? All special effects (including fog machines, strobe lights, fire elements) must be pre-approved and must be indicated via application. Please note that you will be responsible for the operation of all equipment you bring/use. We recommend that you avoid making your project 100% reliant on sound. Due to the noise curfew at 11 pm, you will have to turn down your sound levels so that they do not interfere with residents and businesses in the area.

7.   Hazardous Elements: Does your project include open flames, food, pyrotechnics, sharp objects or other dangerous /hazardous elements? If yes, please describe in detail. Note* using flames or pyrotechnics requires you to purchase additional liability insurance for $5 million per occurrence, or hire a licensed, insured company that is regulated by the Natural Resources Canada, Explosives Regulatory Division. Special effects cannot violate any by-laws or venue regulations.

8.   Power Requirements: Describe your power requirements and alternate plan if electrical outlets are not available at the project’s location.

9.   Clean Up: A description of any project elements that will leave residual material/ mess (eg. paint, confetti, food). Outline your action plan to clean up any mess after the event.

10. Portfolio: Names and bios for all participating artists, and, if applicable a historical summary of previous contemporary artwork. Please limit your description to a page. Please provide us with visual support material: up to five (5) examples of the project artist’s previous work.  Please provide as an attachment. * Please submit high resolution images via email. To ensure file compatibility, save images for PC in JPEG format. Clearly label the support material with the name of the artist/collective. Do not send original artwork – it will not be returned.  

Submissions

Email: 
info@huntsvillefestival.on.ca 

Include in the subject line: Nuit Blanche North Proposal: (Name or Group) 
Mail: 

Huntsville Festival Box 5465 Huntsville, Ontario P1H 2K8
Courier: 
HFA 13 Minerva St Huntsville, Ontario P1H 1P2
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